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Tt 1e nesdieas to any that Glovannt will ginde
1I¥ risk his lfe for the attempt. Te 111 dle

.;.'= I. : happy. at least.
1' slowl k) un . o Il have glven orders for & machine gun to be
u tinred punlaln § b i ki and T eha A e packed, also a box of ammunition, a riffe and
From Innshruck, the cap!tnl of the most 001 ough; : Thale orly: bop rope.  ‘This will be suspended from your ma-
| esls province of Ausirin, there ns wol rel : on (e e chine and we will have Glovanni on it. I want
and 1o the enst of Lake Oarin, the gréat Trin Ak P Framtl Sha Arratrin Ao vou to clrele above the plateau and turn at tha
. ner Pass, connecting the Italian oty of Yerm T Kt st o A L34 ha — proper mament te fllow Glovann! to drop upon
Foot by font at the bog ng of the wnar, The renred atiove the Italians arrony ¢ s the top. He will cut the rope and land all to.
1talians advanced acronm the border for severn An attack on the [talian position e gether, if that !a possible. If he succeeds In
miles an the crow Mlen—but for many. MARY . 0 v cheir mountaln was. clos landing, but does not succesd In severing the
] miles, If the twisting paths through the moon- oo 00 o he pas rope In time, you will have to return and throw

talns arse measured

ow the Ttallan Troo tly ponre enough rope to him. He will then use the rope
“i Along the sast of the Brenner Fath the Can- avA Zori 1 " e 't L to get up a rifle and possibly more men. We
i tral Tyrolean Alps rise In  lnpged RS Cont lead fron ean cllmb within $0¢ feet of the platean, and
abruptly: & man &l but hangs In ¥ ) W Further on the pazs wian lhweld 1 ' there will be 403 feol of rops.”
i elimbs, only to And aheer precipleces on the oppo- ok \ o s Lnreans) s -
| 8 pite alde when the summit |s reached. The al- :}"”'{‘ it P I“.‘jl IR TSR TR e l Glovann! was rendy at daybreak for the start
Lo | ANK BCeMoL

The problem of suspending the heavy waight

| {tude varies from &000 to 12,000 feet above aca
s 1
| from the aeroplane was solved without accident,

Jevel

Arrosx the pass on the opporits mountaw

en ke thi ifle shot ws ’ intean, Crona A
l'| Thers are the geenss of mare than a seare of {‘II -.“ .I Irr.“,_l_l -.“-.-\: 573 .‘- ,I.,.,I,i. ' i On the Jeft of the aviator wae the co!l of rope.
1] times of the flercext NAghting In history, awing 1o i Rt IE W Ve k-. _r' s On the right wing =at Glovann!, nureing & heav-

= s 2 ’ il 3 . 1l A ] - il 3 ¢ {
J| ita position asatride the Alps, and so cammand- by Ta AMbAFE it e comBmABE auns of | padded gun, bhox snd rifle Awn the machina
1. ing I8 the road across them It Is the ronf of i A . = :" = aroge, Glovann! lowered the gun and ammunils
4 E Ttalilans should the Ausiriane evar succee i = 'h d L3 a
1 the world, and A victory on the small plateaus e - t ety bl ion overbonrd slowly until it hung 20 fest bee
. gotting on the tap. Clashea along the mpounta ezt as § >

'LI" where opposing handfuls of soldiers occaslonally 4. wore of dally occurrence, but only onas Jow, theh ‘as natructed by the captaln, he
1 meet in hand-to-hand conflicts, means that the .a"d'.n'p' Was mnde. h 'm,_' AR L leaned over, grasped the rope as the landscaps
| tones of the defeated bleach whare they fall, or 5é Tokin S8 T Rt wttenivt Whow dinsove raced backward beneath him, and qulckly was

o1 with Daavy loss 'the positiin OF the Ttal on the small, strong cord below the seroplane.

r w 1 avy 18 4 no 1 allan .

: :"ﬂre- gu.era ’nlm\‘e 4 . Diown he slld until his feot rested on the big

wachin 1 huandle,

' The Ttallans In vain endeavored to galn the ‘

plateau of the opposite peak, and in frdae In order to Keap from spinning around in mide
| H of repeated fallures word was J alr a4 the machine climbed higher and ever
El woputs that n eompany of Austrians higher, Glovannp! had attached to one tip of the

Acroplane wing a amall cord which he held fast

Boon the peak appearsd Yeneath him, then
Eegan a long clirellng descent toward them. He
saw the pass, recognlzed the positlon held by
the NMallans and mtudled carefully the opposite
plateau upon which he was to land. The cap-
taln had instructed him to keep knife ready to
cut the ropa and drop just ms the machine
turned in the certer above the mountain foor,
If the avintor misjudged the distance, he had
been warned not to drop, but awalt a second
eirele. Te was to use hinm own Judgment, and
the aviator had been Instructed to clrcle above
the plateau agaln and agaln unt!l the attempt
succeeded.

ceeded In gaining n lavel half way

the rass nand the platenu, Hut preor

Anstrinn =1de iway from the higher

Glovann! reallzed that {f the machine ds-
scended too low before approaching the moun-
faln top, he would he dashed to death agalnst
the side. Tt was the biggest risk of all. Ho de-
clded he would rather take the chianee of o long
drap

The machine flew over the plateau. too high
and too fast for the suspended man to drop
offt.  Thaen the asroplane turned back through
the pass, with Glovann!l lowear than the loyel
of the peak, but in a circling flight that tendad
upward, so that as (t neared the edge of ths
peak It turned again outward from (. The
right height had heen reached. OGlovann! could
pimest step off on 1o ths plateauy as the ma-
chine whirled away for a figure & one end of
which Glovannl could sea would quickly place

o him In the center of the mountaln floor. The :
hundle beneath his feot almost scruped the
edge of the preciplece a3 the machine darted

y over, than turnesd

Glovannl maw his chance He war bealng
ferkad rapldly toward ths adge and back Into
|' apace when hea slashed through the rope that
held him to the mashine. Over and over hs
7olled with the bundle of gun and ammunition
| &fter him untll his body struck against the bar-

i Tier of rock that crosséd the plateau

Slowly Glovannl lifted his head, then one
arm and leg aftar the other, He ®at up, halfl
ptunned, holf wondering {f he was fdlling
th kh the alr and half wondering if ho was

; st riding suspended beneath the machine

_I Tims was not to Le lost, however, and Glo-

N are thrown off the glope. Quarter is =eldom vionnt quigkly unpacked the gun, londed the

v given, for It usumlly {8 an individual warfare, dike of shells and examined his ritte to ses

] that 1t was in good order after the tumble it

sach man for himself
In retreating, each man‘s Yife deponds upon
the sursaness of his toes and the grip of his 1
J| gere. His rifle lo strapped to his back 1t would
) be difficult In the extreme to guard s prizoner
in descending to a camp If one shoulil be cap-
tured among the glaclers and slippery toe-holds
of the anow-capped mounining
But Glovann! Bocea captured Afty and they
were brought down the mountains to Padua
1 The story has drifted to Venlee, Bocoa’s home,
by those who, at this wrillng, fear that Padua
| will he unable to withstand the threatensd on-
alaught of the invading Austrian
| Golng back to Romnn history, tha passes
through thess mountalns have been few, and
with the exception of some of the larger ones
are known only by the natives. The Romanw
knew of two, the Eplugen and Sepltimer, hut
were guided through these. Thot back from tha
old tourist tralls there is m network of paths
that lead to more than ono artery that runs
' from one mide of the range to the other. Tt has
baen eomparatively easy for either side to block
the known passes with artillery. It haw been a
different matter with the network of paths, for
that has required the climbing of pealkn, the
transportation of machine gune and howltzers
up the thousands of feet of perpendlculer moun-
tain walls
Onee in position, thia artillery has saslily com-
manded as high as a dozen foolpaths, one of
which, perhaps, would eonnect another network,
the whole making an outlet to tha other side
Thare would be held for weeks and months an
antire section of range untll the enemy, avold-
ing the beaten paths, would climb the hitherto
deflant mountain sides, and, In & surpriss at-

had recelved. The riflo wias not Injured,
Giovannl shouldered It and went to explors
the opposite side of Lha plateau behind the
ridge Hea found an open place smaller than
Ll own landing place. Cautiously he glanced
over the edge The Ausirians had worked
throughout the night and were nenr the top.
They would have ta approach the top one at a
time, with their rifles strapped to thelr backs
They wore unaware of what was walting far
them, and Glovann! smiled.

- -
-

Stepping back he walled,  Another splko was
driven home below Glovann! was dolnk soma
fanst thinking If thoe first man saw him he
would shoul a warning to thoas belaw, The
first man would be surs to withdraw as moon
position, but that it was beyvond rifla range, and an he stuck his head mbove the edga The men
thit It wis Impessible to get artillers In a po- - ooopuply were climbing without ropes, as most
i to fire upon them. The scouts had seen . o soldlers do In the Aoa
enough to convipce them that the Austrians

were attempting to gain the farther :ml"““:f ::-» appenrance of the first Ausirian. First hs saw
’ s i L L .

platenu mo that they co 'd'l" "‘1']:“1;":;.,_.:,::11: wag 0 ungloved hand reach up from below and
naturnl breastworka, and tha o - rock. Then an arm and the head

In ) wills b grasp the
buslly engaged in driving spikes in th alls ¢ i Oldvaral Besa it o,
rock for footholds, but that it would require an-

i : 5 plercing  yell I'he Austrian fung high hia
other day's work before they could galn the hands and toppled backward

So Glovannl stood with rifle reads for the

tof ANl afterncon Glovannl Iay at the edgs of

the mountiin top, looking down upon tha Aus.
triany” poxition Onece a soldier appeared and
Glovannl fired. Tha soldier fell off the roof
of the world, dead before his feet loft the
precipice

(ih, eaptaln, let me :r\' the climhb from our
slde,” Glovinnl pleaded
“It cannot be done, my boy,” the oMcer Te-
plfed, Kindly, “but If you are so enger fo et
into the mountains, I'll ses what | can do.”
Townridl the early morning hours the eaptain
awoke 1he avintor who had propozed the wreck- An the sun wam wetling Glovann! saw his
ine of the machina to zxet command of the comrades appear from balow.
dreadod plateny. The ridge that ran across its Two went along the path that led back of
face stopped abruptly at ons sdge around which the ledga where he knew the Austrians must

1d walk. be Iving In walt. Soon he saw the men re-

tack, command Instead of belng commanded. A man cou .
L : a“ ’ . % = > o 5 ? “auld one man piek them off as fast ns they tuyrn and report.  Then they returned and soon
B e ier s Mot Glovannr qu'!(l‘ly Cut fh( :U]}L° could elimb up?™' he azked the ajrman ware oarrying rifles. These were handed to the

the Itallans rocently were situated upon. He-

o Intor repl J =oldl W, i
low wns the pass. To the east as far as the eys The Itallans found the footholds ilcading to threo sides—the wmide next to the pass and on wen from the Italinn #'de of the mountaln “I am sure of It, eapiain,' the av r replied.  Italian soldiers below. Then the two Itallan

sThere s hut ons plncs In which to gnin the gnldiers climbed up toward Glovannl a few

impassable range. Acrosa the the Austrians’ position, and tred in & night either ond Bopck, however, there I8 o ridys ' arry enough riflea and ammunition L
:::Id .:;ﬂ:ul‘;!: lh’:) sldes of : 100-foot slab climb to nurpﬂfm :Imm. but wera repulsed. of stone. My plan would be to try to alight at te hoeld off the Austrians, If they should suc- fop, and they will have to splke '_h. _“:"” -“!,I _(..r I'.rr'r_ SREH ‘I‘-hh‘.mf !u‘.!l\tr ";blkan picies A oo
of upended rock, snow and ica. As far as the Word was sent to the base in the valley for an the edge of the plateau and let the machine cead in clmbing up from thewr present po- the way up. They will not o e it ‘.1 -tdl';‘- 'I":cl:-ﬂ S.?ﬂn-tm e
Ays could ses across the paus, theére was no acroplane, minute directions belng given for run the 50 yards Into the ridge, whore It would sy ference and will t':e elow . triana nzw;m.l\n' l [ mml' Glovanni was
olher way of croesing the range until another the purpose of bomb-dropping. bo wrecked, but whers mysell and passenger he wvlatar was (nterruptad by the appear- 1 have declded,” the captaln "“!”Ium prlal-., tn nr(]‘r}r.rd to ,D.‘.fr !_I};I m:c;r: n:M:un on the rope
smaller path batween the hills was reached, and Then the aviator explained his plan wauld ftop, possihly dead—but that i & chance L mesgibriger tev on unheard-of feat. 1 M“--\." .I will = . o .-'u.-- -;‘ S ‘! . ; -T!‘llt:t‘nmnlliheﬂ.
thera the Itallans commanded. “The plateau that overlooks the pass” he we would have to take The | c Feport thit  ths Ttalian ecend and will not be &8 dangervus as the plan  Thers wers NIty prisoners taken from the Ause
L The Austrian Tyroleans, famous for thelr said, "runs level for G0 yards, It s opem on  “We could take rope enoush Lo LIiNg up seouts in (he mountains had seen we Ausirlans’ you proposed, . sfan.1aden, b
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